Support exchange patterns of the elderly in the Republic of Korea.
The authors examine support of the elderly in South Korea, with a focus on the future implications of demographic aging. "Owing to socio-economic development in the Republic of Korea and the country's success in reducing mortality and fertility, the proportion and number of elderly in the population is rapidly rising. Co-residence with adult children is the most important pattern of support for the elderly. But the elderly also contribute support in the form of financial and material assistance as well as services such as care of grandchildren. The article concludes that, because of the rapid increase in the absolute size of the elderly population, government services need to be expanded to assist in providing care for the elderly."